Conard Lee Kennedy
January 14, 1939 - May 14, 2020

Conard Lee Kennedy, age 81, of Marion, IL, passed away peacefully at 5:07 a.m., on
Thursday, May 14, 2020, at his home.
He was born on Saturday, January 14, 1939, in Ponco City, OK, the son of Burt Nolan and
Martha Marie (Nicholas) Kennedy.
He attended school in Oklahoma and was a graduate of John Marshall High School of
Oklahoma City, OK, Class of 1957.
In June of 1957, Conard answered the call of this nation joining the United States Army.
He served as a personnel specialist with a field artillery unit and was stationed in Germany
for 2 ½ years. After his period of faithful service he was honorably discharged in April of
1960, with the rank of Specialist 4th Class.
Over the next many years, Conard continued his college education taking classes on a
part-time basis and eventually received a Bachelor Degree in Psychology from Southern
Illinois University of Carbondale, IL, in 1969. He continued his education completing many
courses toward a degree in Administration of Justice at Southern Illinois University.
He was united in marriage to Adra Lynn Corder on Friday, November 5, 1976, in Marion,
and together they shared over 42 years of marriage until her death on Tuesday, January
29, 2019.
Conard’s working career was diverse over his lifetime. In January of 1961, he began
working for the Bureau of Prisons at the Federal Reformatory in El Reno, OK. Then in
January of 1963, he received a promotion and took a position at the United States
Penitentiary of Marion, IL. He worked at the Marion Prison until he decided to terminate
his employment in May of 1975. He then began working for himself buying older homes
and remolding them to sell. In October of 1976, he took a position as District Sales
Representative for the Auto Club of Missouri. He completed all his licensing requirements

to sell insurance in Illinois. After a number of years with the Auto Club he decided to go
into the insurance business for himself. He received his Insurance Brokers License, giving
him the ability to offer all lines of insurance and open Kennedy Insurance Agency that he
operated out of his home. After several years he decided to take a position as a Probation
Officer for the Williamson County Court House in Marion, and served in that position for 18
years until his retirement.
He was a member of the First Baptist Church of Marion.
In his spare time he enjoyed golfing and was an avid competitive sports fan, especially
basketball, baseball and football. He loved his family and enjoyed the many times they all
would be together. He was always interested in all of their many activities, especially those
of his grandchildren. The many memories created will now be cherished by those he
leaves behind.
He is survived by his son, Matthew Kennedy of Marion; two daughters and sons-in-law,
Michelle and Brad Knippenberg of McKinney, TX and Robin and Tim Browning of
Zionsville, IN: seven grandchildren, Joann Bozarth of Creal Springs, IL, Taylor Browning
and wife, Sarah of Indianapolis, IN, Alexandra Browning of Indianapolis, IN, Max Browning
of Zionsville, IN, Megan Carpenter of McKinney, TX, Brendan Knippenberg of McKinney,
TX and Annie Knippenberg of McKinney, TX; great granddaughter, Lilly Carpenter of
McKinney, TX; brother, Richard Kennedy of Oklahoma City, OK; two sisters-in-law, Rhoda
Bond and husband, Steve of the Lake of Egypt south of Marion and Etta Marie Kennedy of
Edmond, OK, other extended family and many friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, wife and brother Tom Kennedy.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Wilson-McReynolds Funeral Home, 900 N. Court
St., Marion.
DUE TO HEALTH CONCERNS RELATED TO THE COVID-19 VIRUS AND BY THE
SIGNING OF EXECUTIVE ORDER BY THE ILLINOIS GOVERNOR, there will not be any
visitation or funeral service currently.
For those who wish, memorial contributions may be made to; “First Baptist Church”.
Memorial contributions may be mailed to the Wilson-McReynolds Funeral Home, 900
North Court St., Marion, IL 62959.
For additional information call the funeral home at 618-993-2131.

Comments

“

Never have I met a kinder person. We have known him for 15 years and he will be
missed by us and all. Now he can be with his beloved Adra

Melissa and Rick Bozarth - June 12, 2020 at 06:07 PM

“

Conard and his sweet wife Adra were two of the first people I met when I moved to
southern Illinois in 1992. They were so kind to me, and we spent many many hours
together over the years. I will never forget his sense of humor, his insistence on
laughing at himself, and his desire to help others, whether it was through his work, or
one-on-one. He and Adra will live on in my heart, and in the hearts of those who
knew and loved them, like I do. They will be dearly missed.

Bobby Davis - June 04, 2020 at 06:45 PM

“

My deepest condolences. I had the pleasure of knowing Conard through working in
probation for several years. He and his stories always brought a smile to my face,
prayers for his family during this difficult time.

Johnna Douglas - May 22, 2020 at 07:37 PM

“

Sending condolences and prayers to Conards family and close friends. I had the
absolute pleasure of working with Conard at the Williamson County Probation
Department. During that time, I also had the opportunity to come to know his lovely
wife Adra and his youngest child Matthew. Conard was always very kind and had the
best sense of humor. Conard always had a way of putting or keeping a smile on your
face. Conard had an honest heart and a true commitment to assist clients to be
successful in life. He was truly dedicated to his work.
The angels now have, what many on earth found to be one of the best!!
With my deepest sympathies,
Vickie Sprague-Reed

Vickie Sprague-Reed - May 18, 2020 at 02:59 PM

“

Thank you for you're condolences and prayers. They are very much appreciated as well as
your kind words.
Matt - May 18, 2020 at 10:25 PM

“

Rest in peace, Conard. I'm glad I knew you.
Lynne Davis

Lynne Davis - May 18, 2020 at 02:45 PM

“

Wilson-McReynolds Funeral Home lit a candle in memory of Conard Lee Kennedy

Wilson-McReynolds Funeral Home - May 15, 2020 at 05:45 PM

