Shirley Lee Nemeth
March 20, 1926 - January 4, 2021

Shirley L. Nemeth, age 94, of Marion, IL, passed away peacefully at her home with her
family by her side on Monday, January 4, 2021, at 4:00 a.m.
She was born on Saturday, March 20, 1926, in Marion, the daughter of Richard Oatman
and Ada (Boyd) Gresham
Shirley attended school in Marion, and was a graduate of Marion High School Class of
1943, at the age of 17. At that time World War II was in full swing and she moved to
Detroit, MI, where her two sisters lived. She began working in a factory making electrical
parts for bombers; she even had to obtain a workers permit because she was still only 17.
A few years later, she changed jobs and was Secretary and Receptionist to management
in a large building in downtown Detroit, MI. While working there, she met Robert L. “Bob”
Nemeth, who had been discharged from the Marine Corps in June of 1947.
She was united in marriage to Robert L. “Bob” Nemeth on Saturday, August 9, 1947, in
Napoleon, OH, and together they shared 33 years of marriage until his death on Monday,
November 10, 1980.
In November of 1948, they had their first child, a daughter, and the family moved back to
Marion where her husband was manager of a ladies dress shop and later owned his own
store up until he became ill with a heart attack in 1976, at the age of 50. She had twin
sons in 1955, and she decided to take time out to raise her family. She later went to work
for the Secretary to the Williamson County Judges in 1965. She took her State of Illinois
Exam for Certified Court Reporters, passed the exam, and became a Certified Court
Reporter for the First Judicial Circuit, State of Illinois and she remained working there until
her retirement in 1991.
She was a member of Second Baptist Church in Marion, since February of 1943. She was
still active in her Sunday School Department until 2014, when she suffered a stroke. She

served as Church Clerk from 1994, until August 2008, when she retired due to her
declining health. She was proud to have read the Bible through many times.
She was a Charter Member of Hearts Helping Hearts, Inc., an organization founded by her
husband, Robert L. “Bob” Nemeth in 1977. She served as Board Member and Recording
Secretary of Hearts Helping Hearts, Inc., from 1977 through 1998. She also was an avid
St. Louis Cardinal fan.
She is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, Sheri and Larry King of Marion; twin sons
and daughters-in-law, Randy and Marcella Nemeth and Richard and Patti Nemeth all of
Marion; five grandchildren, Shaun Nemeth and his wife, Brittany, Steven Nemeth and his
wife, Courtney and Lindsay Nemeth all of Marion, Alecia Austin and her husband, Ryan of
Cape Coral, FL, and Jason King and his wife, Wendy of Sacramento, CA; thirteen greatgrandchildren, Hannah Dawes, Rachel Webb, Camden and Lucca Nemeth and Meera
Nemeth all of Marion, Talan and Marlee Nemeth both of Herrin, IL, Miah and Eva Austin of
Cape Coral, FL, and Allison, Will, Luke and Matt King all of Sacramento, CA, many nieces
and nephews, other extended family and many friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Richard O. and Ada Gresham; husband,
Robert L. “Bob” Nemeth; beloved grandson, Brad Dawes; two sisters, Betty (Gresham)
Lyon and Jewell (Gresham) McDannel; brother, Virgil “Tom” Gresham; two special nieces,
Jeri (Lyon) Comparetto and Patricia (McDannel) DeCatsye.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Wilson-McReynolds Funeral Home, 900 N. Court
St., Marion.
The graveside service will be on Wednesday, January 6, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. in Rose Hill
Cemetery of Marion, with Dr. Bob Wagner presiding.
Those wishing to attend the graveside service should gather at the cemetery prior to 1:00
p.m.
Interment will follow next to her husband, Bob in Rose Hill Cemetery.
It has been requested by the family for those who prefer to make a memorial contributions
be to one or all suggested; “Second Baptist Church Building Fund”, “St. Jude Children’s
Hospital” or “Hospice of Southern Illinois”. Memorial contributions may be mailed in care of
Wilson-McReynolds Funeral Home, 900 N. Court Street, Marion, IL 62959. Memorial
envelopes will also be available at the cemetery and funeral home.

For additional information call the funeral home at 618-993-2131.
DUE TO HEALTH CONCERNS RELATED TO THE COVID-19 VIRUS AND BY THE
SIGNING OF EXECUTIVE ORDER BY THE ILLINOIS GOVERNOR, if you are planning
on attending the graveside service it is required you wear a mask and social distance
yourself from others.
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Comments

“

Shirley and her husband were Charter Member of Hearts Helping Hearts, Inc., which
was founded in 1977. That was an amazing group -- they worked very hard to
support our growing cardiovascular programs at Marion Memorial Hospital. I was a
brand new RN in 1978 and I watched through the years as they raised money to
purchase the latest cardiac equipment available at the time. One night when I was
the charge nurse of the 3rd floor we had a patient leave on his own and "AMA" -against medical advice -- still wearing one of the very first telemetry units that HHH
had purchased -- we had just 4 as I remember. I called Mabel Griffin in tears . . . .
luckily the man's family brought him back . . . . he was OK and so was the telemetry
unit! My condolences to your family -- know that the life that Shirley and Bob led
made a huge difference to other people, including me.

jo sanders - January 13 at 02:34 PM

“

From the time I came to the courthouse as a freshly-minted lawyer, until I left years
later, Shirley was always professional, helpful and cheerful. She could be funny, or
quite serious, but her instincts were always on target. She was a delight, and she
taught me a lot. Her memory is for me a blessing, and may it be likewise for her
family and friends. I am unable to be at the service, but know that I am deeply sorry.
Robert Howerton

Robert Howerton - January 06 at 01:12 PM

“

Sheri, so sorry for your loss. She was such a beautiful and kind person. Wishing you
the best always. Larry Mayer

Larry - January 06 at 12:38 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with Sherry, Rick and Randy and family. I knew Shirley
from church when I was growing up. Very sweet lady.
RIP Shirley she's with Bob and Brad now.
Brenda McKenzie Cavitt

Brenda McKenzie Cavitt - January 05 at 07:59 PM

“

Have known and admired Shirley for many years. She has always been so sweet
and kind with her positive attitude always. She is just as beautiful inside as outside.
Sheri, Ricky and Randy, you have truly been blessed with such a lovely mother who
cherished you kids. May God be with you during these stressful days and may He
wrap His arms around you and give you peace and comfort. I am praying for you all.

Kay & Gil Jackson - January 05 at 02:40 PM

“

Shirley was such a wonderful lady. I always enjoyed her music when she sang with
the trio at Second Baptist. May God give you peace and comfort during this time of
loss.

Mary Marks - January 05 at 10:29 AM

“

Ocean Breeze Spray was purchased for the family of Shirley Lee Nemeth.

January 05 at 12:45 AM

“

So sorry for your loss, Sheri. Prayers for you and your family!

Julie Barnaby - January 04 at 07:32 PM

“

So sorry Sheri. Our Mothers are the Rock of our Family. Losing them, they take part of our
heart with them. We know our Mothers had more love and compassion for us and did
anything for us. Mothers are Special, God created them to raise us up right. She will always
be in your heart, as my Mother is in mine. Prayers, hugs and love. Your classmate,
Rosemary
Rosemary Baker - January 05 at 03:10 PM

“

Wilson-McReynolds Funeral Home lit a candle in memory of Shirley Lee Nemeth

Wilson-McReynolds Funeral Home - January 04 at 07:09 PM

“

My deepest condolences Sheri and Larry. I spent many hours in Court with Shirley, a
wonderful, classy lady. Her deportment and class were evidence of her faith. May God
grant you the comfort, grace and peace of His Spirit. And may the sure and certain hope in
the resurrection give you encouragement of your future reunion at the last day. Randy
Moore
Randy Moore - January 05 at 07:13 AM

